April 12, 2026 Week 2		BREAKFAST ON THE BEACH		John 21:1-14
FOURS & FIVES
Social/Arrival Activities (8:45-9:15) (10:30-11:00)  
1. HOT POTATO
WHAT YOU DO: 
Encourage children to come sit on the floor in a circle with you. Explain that you will pass the fish around the circle while the music is playing. When the music stops, whoever is holding the fish can pretend to take a little nibble before you start the music again. Introduce the Bible Story.
WHAT YOU SAY: 
Come and sit in a circle with me! We’re going to play a game with this fish! (Hold up the toy fish.) We’re going to pass this fish to our friends while the music plays. When the music stops, if you’re holding the fish, you can pretend to take a tiny bite! Nibble, nibble! Ready? (Start music and pass the fish.) Pass it to your friend! Quick! (Stop the music.) Oh, [Child’s name] has the fish! Let’s see you pretend to take a nibble! Yummy! Okay, let’s play again!” (Repeat several times so different children get a turn.) That was so fun! The fish in our game reminds me of a special breakfast Jesus made for His friends on the beach. We are going to hear all about that breakfast with Jesus in our Bible Story today!”
2. CARRY THE FOOD
WHAT YOU DO: 
Divide children into two teams (Depending on the number of children you have.) Give the first child in each line a spatula with a beanbag "fish" on it. Explain that they need to walk carefully to the wall and back without dropping the food. If they drop it, they pick it up and keep going. Then they hand the spatula to the next person in line. Introduce the Bible Story.
WHAT YOU SAY: 
“Today we’re going to pretend we are carrying food to our friends! The first person in each line will get a spatula with some food on it. Your job is to walk all the way to the wall and back without letting it fall! Ready? Go! (Cheer for the children.) That’s it, nice and steady! Great job! Now pass it to your friend. You all did such a great job carrying the food to your friends! Our Bible Story today is about a time Jesus made a special breakfast for His friends.”


Watch Bible Story/Sing Worship Songs (9:20-9:35) (11:05-11:20)  
Craft (9:35-9:50) (11:20-11:35)  
1. PARTY IN A BAG (FIRST SERVICE ONLY) 
WHAT YOU DO: 
Give each child a paper bag and let them decorate it with crayons and stickers. When they are done, help them put one of each party item inside their bag to take home. Connect the Bottom Line to the Bible Story.
WHAT YOU SAY: 
“Knowing that Jesus wants to be our friend forever is the best news ever! It makes me want to have a party! Let’s make a ‘Party in a Bag’ to take home and celebrate! First, let’s decorate our party bags! Use the stickers and crayons to make them look super fun—like a party! (Allow time to decorate.) These look amazing! Now, every party needs some fun things. Let’s add some confetti, a party horn, and a balloon to your bag. (Help children add items.) Now you have a party ready to go! You can take your party bag home to celebrate the happy news with your family! What are we celebrating? That Jesus wants to be my friend forever! Hip, hip, hooray! Who wants to be your friend forever? [Bottom Line] Jesus wants to be my friend forever!”
2. BREAKFAST WITH JESUS (SECOND SERVICE ONLY) 
WHAT YOU DO: 
Give each child a placemat. Encourage them to color the page and the items on it and decorate more with stickers and/or stamps. Talk about the story of Jesus making breakfast for His friends as they decorate. Connect the Bottom Line to the Bible Story.
WHAT YOU SAY: 
“Come and make a special placemat with me to help us remember today’s story! Jesus made a yummy breakfast for His friends. Can you color the plate on your paper? (Pause.) What else do you see? (Pause for responses.) A cup? (Pause.) A fork? (Pause.) Let’s color everything! (Pause.) This placemat reminds us that Jesus loves His friends so much that He made breakfast on the beach for them. Jesus loves you so much and wants to be your friend forever! Your placemats are beautiful! You can take them home to use for your breakfast. And every time you see it, you can remember that Jesus wants to be your friend forever. Who wants to be your friend forever? [Bottom Line] Jesus wants to be my friend forever.”

Groups (9:50-10:05) (11:35-11:50) 
1. KEEPY UPPY
WHAT YOU DO: 
Practice the memory verse and then play the balloon game. Toss the balloon into the air. Explain that the goal is to keep it from touching the floor. Each time someone taps the balloon, the group says the next word of the Memory Verse. Connect the Memory Verse to the Bottom Line.
WHAT YOU SAY:  
“This game is called Keepy Uppy! We have to work together to keep this balloon from touching the floor. Every time one of our friends taps it, we’ll say one word of our verse. Ready? (Toss the balloon.) ‘I’ … (child taps) … ‘have’ … (child taps) … ‘called’ … (child taps) … ‘you’ … (child taps) … ‘friends!’ You did it! Let’s play again! Let’s see how many times we can say our verse before the balloon touches the ground!” (Repeat as time and interest allow.) Great teamwork! Jesus called His friends, ‘friends’! And He calls you His friend, too. That’s because [Bottom Line] Jesus wants to be my friend forever. Who wants to be your friend forever?- [Bottom Line] Jesus wants to be my friend forever!”
2. FRIEND, FRIEND, FOREVER
WHAT YOU DO: 
Play a game of Duck, Duck, Goose, but change the words. The child who is “it” walks around the circle, gently tapping each friend on the head saying, “Friend … friend … friend …” until they choose one to say “FOREVER!” on. Then that child chases the tapper around the circle to try and tag them before they sit in the empty spot. Connect the Bottom Line to the Bible Story
WHAT YOU SAY: 
“Let’s play a game! We’re going to play a special version of Duck, Duck, Goose. Instead of saying ‘duck,’ we’re going to tap our friends and say, ‘Friend.’ And instead of ‘goose,’ we’ll say, ‘FOREVER!’ because Jesus wants to be our friend forever! Are you ready? (Choose a child to start.) Okay, walk around and tap your friends. ‘Friend … friend … FOREVER!’ Run! (Play for several rounds.) That was so much fun! Jesus is the best friend, and He wants to be our friend not just for a little while, but FOREVER! [Bottom Line] Jesus wants to be my friend forever! Who wants to be your friend forever? [Bottom Line] Jesus wants to be my friend forever!”


3. JOURNAL AND PRAYER  
WHAT YOU DO: 
Review the Bible Story. Then, encourage the children to help you make a list in the journal of their friends.
WHAT YOU SAY: 
“In our Bible Story today, Jesus made breakfast for His friends, the disciples, on the beach. Do you remember what happened on Easter? (Pause for responses.) Yes! Jesus died on the cross and came back to life three days later so He could be our friend forever! When His friends saw Jesus on the beach, they were so excited! Jesus cooked for them, told them He would be their friend forever, and told them He had special things for them to do with Him. The best news is Jesus wants to be our friend forever and has special things for us to do too! When I say your name, tell me the name of one friend, and I will write it in our journal. Then we can use the list when we pray. You have some wonderful friends! (Hold up journal.) Do you know what? Jesus wants to be friends with all of your friends and with YOU! Let’s pray for our friends and talk to God. Would anyone like to pray before I pray? (Give each child who wants to pray the opportunity to do so.) Dear God, thank You for giving us friends like (read each friend’s name on list) and thank You for the best friend, JESUS! We are so glad that Jesus wants to be our friend forever! We love You. In Jesus’ name, Amen.” 
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1st Service Volunteers, Please remember to set up the arrival activities for the children who will be attending second service. 
  
