May 3, 2026 Week 1		    VILLAGES, TOWNS, COUNTRYSIDE		Mark 6:53-56        
FOURS & FIVES
Social/Arrival Activities (8:45-9:15) (10:30-11:00)  
1. EVERYONE
WHAT YOU DO: 
Demonstrate how to place a crayon in the paperclip and move the picture of Jesus to each smiley face. Encourage children to take Jesus around the table to everyone. Repeat as time and interest allow. Introduce the Bible Story.
WHAT YOU SAY: 
“We’re going to take Jesus around to all the happy faces like this. Put your crayon in this part (point to the paperclip) and drag it along the paper like this. (Demonstrate.) See how the crayon is leaving a path. Now it’s your turn! Pick a crayon and move your Jesus picture to each and every one of the smiley faces on the table. (Pause.) Great job! Look at all the colorful marks on the paper. Jesus went everywhere and saw everyone! Today in our Bible Story, we’ll hear how Jesus traveled all over and everywhere He went, people came to see Him. Let’s go hear how Jesus helped the people in our story.”
2. AROUND TOWN 
WHAT YOU DO: 
Encourage children to drive vehicles around the town while identifying what vehicle they’re driving and where they’re going. Talk about how Jesus went to many places and helped people wherever He went.”
WHAT YOU SAY: 
“Let’s get ready to drive our cars around town! Where do you think they will go? Your fire truck is on the move! It’s going to help people. Your mail truck is going to deliver something kind. Your ambulance is helping too! Just like our helpers, Jesus traveled to different places to help people. In our Bible Story today, we are going to hear about some people who saw Jesus. When they saw Him, they ran through their town to bring their sick friends to Him. Let’s go hear what Jesus did when people came from all over town to see Him.” 



3. DR. KIT RELAY
WHAT YOU DO: 
Place the doctor's kit items inside the basket and set it on the opposite side of the room. Line children up behind the tape line, and lined up to participate one at a time. Encourage children to run to the basket/bin, grab one item, and run back. The leader names the item and says what it's used for. Reset and repeat until all children have had a turn. Introduce the Bible Story.
WHAT YOU SAY: 
“We are going to play a game with all the toys that go in a doctor’s kit. (Hold up the empty doctor’s kit.) Let’s line up behind the tape line right here, and we’ll take turns running to the basket/bin and pulling one item, and then run back. Okay! [Child’s name], run to the bucket/bin and pick one thing to bring back. (Pause.) Oh wow! Do you know that that is? (Hold item up for everyone to see.) It’s a [name of item] and a doctor uses it to [name its use]! Great job! (Place it in the doctor’s kit.) [Child’s name], your turn! (Continue with each child. Reset the items as needed if you have more children than items.) Hooray! We did it! We learned about a lot of tools that doctors use to help people. Today in our true story from the Bible, we’re going to hear how Jesus cared about everyone everywhere He went. In towns, villages, and country sides! Let’s go hear how Jesus helped the people in our story today.”
Watch Bible Story/Sing Worship Songs (9:20-9:35) (11:05-11:20)  
Craft (9:35-9:50) (11:20-11:35)  
1. MOVE JESUS (FIRST SERVICE ONLY)
WHAT YOU DO:  
Encourage children to color both their town picture and their picture of Jesus. Tie one end of each child’s yarn to their town picture and the other end to their cutout of Jesus. Show children how to move Jesus along their paper to different locations. Connect the Bottom Line to the Bible Story.
WHAT YOU SAY: 
“Friends, look at your picture. It’s a town where Jesus could have traveled. Color the picture and the small picture of Jesus. We’re going to connect the 2 pictures with a piece of yarn so you can help Jesus go to all the people in the town. Jesus cares about everyone. Who does Jesus care about? [Bottom Line] Jesus cares about everyone!” 


2. VILLAGES & COUNTRYSIDE GAME (SECOND SERVICE ONLY) 
WHAT YOU DO: 
Encourage children to color their game board and the game pieces. Retell the Bible Story by playing the game together. Pack up each child’s game board, game pieces, and their die. Connect the Bottom Line to the Bible Story.
WHAT YOU SAY: 
“You have a game board (hold up a game board) and a Jesus game piece to color. (Pause.) Great job! Let me help you fold your game piece. (Fold each child’s game piece.) Now let’s play the game. Put Jesus on your game board down here (point) and let’s get ready to play. (Roll the die.) Move Jesus [number] of spots. (Pause.) Look around the gameboard. Where is Jesus? He’s in the [towns, villages, countryside]! Jesus helped people here. Let’s roll and move Jesus to other places. (Continue until Jesus gets to the other end.) Great job friends! Everywhere Jesus went, He did amazing things to help people—because Jesus loves and cares about everyone! “Jesus went to help people in lots of different places. Sometimes, Jesus went where people were excited to see Him. One day, Jesus and His friends, the disciples, rowed across a lake. When they got to the other side, the people who lived there saw that Jesus had come. Jesus is here! Jesus is here!’ they shouted. Wherever Jesus went on this side of the lake—small towns, big towns, or out into the countryside—people ran throughout the area and carried their sick friends on mats to Jesus. They knew that Jesus cared about them and could help them. And here’s the amazing thing: Jesus is so powerful that some sick person could be healed just by touching Jesus’ clothes. People crowded around Jesus to reach for His robe—and Jesus healed every single person who touched Him in one town.”
 After the Activity: “Jesus’ love is wide enough for people who live in big towns and little villages. It’s long enough for people who are sick and hurting. Jesus’ love is high enough for those who love Him. And it’s deep enough even for those who don’t like Him because [Bottom Line] Jesus cares about everyone. Who does Jesus care about?[Bottom Line] Jesus cares about everyone.”
Groups (9:50-10:05) (11:35-11:50)  
1. MEMORY VERSE WITH MOTIONS
WHAT YOU DO: 
Teach the Memory Verse motions. Invite the children to do them with you several times. Connect the Memory Verse to the Bottom Line.


WHAT YOU SAY:  
“Friends, come stand with me! Let’s learn our brand-new Memory Verse. It tells us how BIG Jesus’ love is. It goes like this: ‘How wide (stretch arms out wide) and long (stretch arms forward) and high (reach arms up) and deep (crouch down low) is the love of Christ. (Hug yourself.) Ephesians 3:18. (Open hands like a book.) Our verse teaches us that Jesus’ love is big! Huge! In our true story from the Bible, Jesus helped people in every town and village. Jesus didn’t miss anyone because [Bottom Line] Jesus cares about everyone. Who does Jesus care about? [Bottom Line] Jesus cares about everyone!”
2. WATCH YOUR HEARTBEAT
WHAT YOU DO: 
Ask children to hold out one arm with their wrist up. Find each child’s pulse then place the marshmallow on top of the pulse area. Ask child to keep their arm super still. Leader may want to hold child’s arm to help keep it still. Watch the marshmallow toothpick move to the beat of their heart. Continue with each child. Dispose of the marshmallow toothpick when you are finished with the activity. Connect the Bottom Line to the Bible Story.
WHAT YOU SAY: 
“Everyone come sit with me. Did you know that you could feel your heartbeat? (Pause for responses.) You can! Have any of you ever felt your heartbeat? (Pause for responses.) Today we are going to feel and see our heartbeat! I’m so excited for you to see! Okay, let’s start! I made this funny heartbeat detector. (Hold up the marshmallow toothpick.) This isn’t for eating; it’s only for our eyes to watch. [Child’s name], hold out your arm like this. (Demonstrate.) I’m going to feel your wrist to find your heartbeat, yes! Your wrist is just one of the places you can feel your heartbeat. Isn’t that cool?! Okay! I found it! (Place the marshmallow on the spot.) Everybody watch [child’s name]’s wrist. (Hold child’s arm if needed, then pause.) Wow! Did you see it move? (Pause for responses.) You saw [child’s name]’s heart beating! Amazing! Who wants to see their heart beat next? (Pause for responses.) Fantastic! Here we go! (Continue with each child.) That was so neat seeing everyone’s heartbeat! With every beat of your heart, Jesus loves and cares about each and every one of you. Who does Jesus care about?[Bottom Line] Jesus cares about everyone. That’s right, let’s say it again. Who does Jesus care about?[Bottom Line] Jesus cares about everyone.”
3. JOURNAL AND PRAYER  
WHAT YOU DO: 
Review the Bible Story. Then, encourage the children to help you make a list in the journal of different people who Jesus cares about.


WHAT YOU SAY: 
In our Bible Story today, we heard how Jesus did amazing things to help people everywhere He went. Jesus went to help people in lots of different places, small towns, big towns, or out into the countryside. People ran throughout the area and carried their sick friends on mats to Jesus because they knew that Jesus cared about them and could help them. Jesus is so powerful that a sick person could be healed, just by touching Jesus’ clothes. People crowded around Jesus to reach for His robe and Jesus healed every single person who touched Him. I’m so glad that Jesus loves and cares about everyone everywhere! Let’s name different people who Jesus cares about. Let’s pray. Dear God, thank You for all the people You care about. We named so many people today! What a great reminder that You care about everyone! We love You, God. In Jesus’ name, Amen.” 
4. EVERYONE, EVERYWHERE CORNERS
WHAT YOU DO: 
Encourage children to run to the corner you call out. When everyone gets to the corner, ask children to say the Bottom Line. Continue with each of the corners. Then if time and interest allow, let children run to any of the corners they desire and say the Bottom Line. After the Activity: Connect the Bottom Line to the Bible Story.
WHAT YOU SAY: 
“Do you see the picture of the playground? (Point to the playground picture.) When I say go, I want you to run to the picture. Ready, set, GO! (Pause.) Hooray! You made it! Tell me friends, who cares about everyone at the playground? (Pause.) That’s right [Bottom Line] Jesus cares about everyone at the playground! Who does Jesus care about? [Bottom Line] Jesus cares about everyone. Great job! Come back to the middle with me. (Pause.) Now look for the picture of grocery store. You can run to it when I say go. Ready, set, GO! (Pause.) Hooray! You made it! Tell me friends, who cares about everyone at the grocery store? (Pause.) That’s right [Bottom Line] Jesus cares about everyone at the grocery store! Who does Jesus care about? [Bottom Line] Jesus cares about everyone. (Continue with each picture and repeat. Then allow children to run to whichever picture they want and say the Bottom Line) Great job, friends! Come back to the middle and sit with me. Jesus’ love is wide, and long, and high, and deep enough for everyone because Jesus loves and cares about everyone. Who does Jesus care about? [Bottom Line] Jesus cares about everyone.”
 
 
[bookmark: _GoBack]1st Service Volunteers, Please remember to set up the arrival activities for the children who will be attending second service. 
  
