May 17, 2026 Week 3 			ZACCHAEUS				Luke 19:1-10
TWOS & THREES
Social/Arrival Activities (8:45-9:15) (10:30-11:00)
1. HATS ON
WHAT YOU DO: 
Encourage children to give each smiley face a hat, swap hats with each face as desired. Talk about the different hats and who might wear them. Repeat as time and interest allow. Introduce the Bible Story.
WHAT YOU SAY: 
“Look at all these smiley faces! We have some happy faces and some fun hats. Let’s give each person a hat. (Pause.) Great job! Now that every person has a hat, let’s talk about the hats they’re wearing. What hat is this person (point) wearing? (Pause for responses.) That’s right, it’s a [type] hat. Who wears a [type] hat? (Pause for responses.) You got it! (Continue with the other hats.) Okay! Let’s switch all the hats. (Repeat as time and interest allow.) All these hats belong to people who help others.” 
2. BUILD IT
WHAT YOU DO: 
Set the blocks in an open area of your space. Invite children to explore and begin building. Encourage the children to build a tower as tall as they can. Ask, "How high can your tower go? Can you build it taller than Zacchaeus?" Let them take turns stacking blocks. Introduce the Bible Story.
WHAT YOU SAY: 
“Friends, come over here with me and let’s build with these blocks! Let’s build something tall, like a tree or a tower. Let’s stack the blocks on top of each other as high as we can. (Pause.) Our tower is getting so tall! Let’s see if we can make it even taller, one block at a time. (Pause.) Our tower is [number] blocks tall! Let’s see if we can add more blocks to make it even taller. Wow! So tall, let’s knock it down and build it again! (Pause.) Whoa! That was super cool. Ready to build?” (Continue as time and interest allow.) Today, in our true story from the Bible, we’ll hear about a man named Zacchaeus who climbed a tall tree just so he could see Someone really special!”


3. I SPY 
WHAT YOU DO: 
Invite children to take turns digging to find an item. Ask prompting questions: Can you find the leaf? the heart? the coin? Introduce the Bible Story.
WHAT YOU SAY: 
Let’s play a game of I Spy! There are special things hiding in this bin. [Child’s name], reach in the bin. (Pause.) Can you find a coin? (Pause.) You found it! [Child’s name], reach in the bin. (Pause.) Can you find a heart? (Pause.) You found it! [Child’s name], reach in the bin. (Pause.) Can you find a house? (Pause.) Hooray! You found it! (Continue with the other items. Reset and repeat so each child can find an item.) That was fun looking for all the hidden things. Today in our true story from the Bible, we’ll hear about a man named Zacchaeus and how Jesus showed Zacchaeus love even when others didn’t.” 
4. GROW, GROW, GROW
WHAT YOU DO: 
Gather children in a circle in an open area of your room. Encourage children to crouch down like a tiny seed in the ground. Leader will pretend to water the seeds, then lift the sun prop and shine it over the children. Encourage them to slowly grow up tall like a tree. Repeat several times and cheer as they grow. Introduce the Bible Story.
WHAT YOU SAY: 
“Hello beautiful friends! Come over here and sit in a circle on the floor with me. Let’s be little seeds hiding in the dirt. Crouch down small like this. (Demonstrate.) Great job! Little seeds need water to grow. Here comes the water. (Walk around to each child and pretend to pour the water on them.) Water, water, water! And little seeds need sunshine to grow too. Here comes the sunshine. (Put arms up over your head in a circle and walk to each child.) Shine, shine, shine. Now grow, grow, grow to be a tall, tall, tall tree! (Pause.) Great job! Today in our Bible Story, we are going to learn about a man named Zacchaeus. He climbed a tree to see Jesus because he wanted to know more about Him.” 
Watch Bible Story/Sing Worship Songs (9:20-9:35) (11:05-11:20)    
Craft (9:35-9:50) (11:20-11:35) 

[bookmark: _GoBack]
1. Z’S STORY TREE (FIRST SERVICE ONLY) 
WHAT YOU DO: 
Encourage children to color their pictures, then glue tissue paper squares to the tree. (2 year olds use green markers or dot markers instead of tissue paper.) Connect the Bottom Line to the Bible Story.
WHAT YOU SAY: 
“Look at your paper! Who’s that up in that tree in the branches? (Pause for responses.) It’s Zacchaeus! And who’s standing next to the tree? (Pause for responses.) That’s right! It’s Jesus! Color your paper. (Pause.) Great job! These green tissue paper squares remind me of leaves. Glue some to your paper to hide Zacchaeus in the tree. (Pause.) You’re doing such a great job adding leaves to the tree. In our Bible Story, Zacchaeus climbed a fig tree so he could see Jesus because he was too short to see over the crowd. Jesus walked by the tree and saw Zacchaeus. Jesus called Zacchaeus by name and said, ‘Come down, I want to go to your house today.’ Zacchaeus was so surprised and so happy! Jesus knew Zacchaeus had made wrong choices, but Jesus still wanted to be his friend. That’s because [Bottom Line] Jesus cares about everyone, no matter what! Can you say that with me? [Bottom Line] Jesus cares about everyone!” 
2. HATS HEADBAND (SECOND SERVICE ONLY) 
WHAT YOU DO:  
Encourage children to pick a hat and decorate it and the paper strip with markers and stamps. Clean hands as needed. Leader will measure the paper strip around child’s head and staple the ends together with the bends facing out. Cover the staple closure(s) with a piece of tape.
WHAT YOU SAY: 
“Look at these fun helper hats! Pick one and decorate it with the stamps and markers. (Pause.) Great job! Now let me measure it on your head and staple it together so you can wear it. (Staple the ends together with the bends facing out.) All of your hats are helper hats, but Jesus is the best helper of all. Jesus went everywhere and helped everyone He met because [Bottom Line] Jesus cares for everyone!”
Groups (9:50-10:05) (11:35-11:50)   
1. MEMORY VERSE WITH MOTIONS



WHAT YOU DO: 
Teach the Memory Verse motions. Invite the children to do them with you several times. Connect the Memory Verse to the Bottom Line.
WHAT YOU SAY:  
“Friends, come stand with me! Let’s learn our brand-new Memory Verse. It tells us how BIG Jesus’ love is. It goes like this: ‘How wide (stretch arms out wide) and long (stretch arms forward) and high (reach arms up) and deep (crouch down low) is the love of Christ. (Hug yourself.) Ephesians 3:18. (Open hands like a book.) Our verse teaches us that Jesus’ love is big! Huge! In our true story from the Bible, Jesus helped people in every town and village. Jesus didn’t miss anyone because [Bottom Line] Jesus cares about everyone. Who does Jesus care about? [Bottom Line] Jesus cares about everyone!”
2. ZACCHAEUS SING ALONG
WHAT YOU DO: 
Stand together, spread out with the children. Encourage children to sing and dance to the song, “Zacchaeus Was a Wee Little Man.” Connect the Bottom Line to the Bible Story.
WHAT YOU SAY: 
“We’re going to sing a song about Zacchaeus to help us remember today’s true Bible Story.” Here’s our song, let’s sing: (Start song.)
 “Zacchaeus was a wee little man, and a wee little man was he. He climbed up in a sycamore tree, For the Lord he wanted to see. “And as the Savior came that way, He looked up in the tree. And he said, “Zacchaeus, you come down,” “For I’m going to your house today. For I’m going to your house today. “Great job singing and moving!” 
“That song tells the same story we heard today! Zacchaeus was a man who made some wrong choices. He took too much money from people. A lot of people didn’t like him. But Jesus loved Zacchaeus anyway. Zacchaeus wanted to see Jesus so badly, he climbed up in a tree! Jesus saw him and said, 'Come down! I’m going to your house!' Jesus cared about Zacchaeus. Zacchaeus was so happy that he gave back the money he took and even more. Jesus changed Zacchaeus’ heart. Jesus cared about Zacchaeus because [Bottom Line] Jesus cares about everyone. Who does Jesus care about? [Bottom Line] Jesus cares about everyone.”




3. ON THE WAY TO Z’S HOUSE
WHAT YOU DO:  
Create a tape path on the floor with carpet circles leading to the picture of the house. Invite children to take turns walking along the path to Zacchaeus’ house. Sit together at the end of the path and review the Bible Story. Connect the Bottom Line to the Bible Story.
WHAT YOU SAY: 


“Come and walk with me! We’re going to follow the path to Zacchaeus’ house! Follow me and let’s walk carefully down this path. Step, step, step... we’re on the way to Zacchaeus’ house! Step, step, step. (Pause.) Hooray! We made it! Great job walking! Let’s sit down right here at the end of the path outside Zacchaeus’ house. (Pause.) In today’s true story from the Bible, we learned about Zacchaeus. He was a tax collector and took more money than he should and that made people not like him. One day Jesus was coming to town and Zacchaeus wanted to see Him. There was a crowd and Zacchaeus couldn’t see over them, so he climbed up a tree to see Jesus. Jesus saw Zacchaeus and said ‘Come down! I want to go to your house today!’ Even though Zacchaeus had made some wrong choices and people didn’t like him, Jesus cared about him because [Bottom Line] Jesus cares about everyone! Zacchaeus was so happy that Jesus wanted to be his friend, his heart changed that day. Zacchaeus gave back the money he took and more. Jesus cared about Zacchaeus and wanted to be his friend. Jesus cared about Zacchaeus even though he had done some bad things because [Bottom Line] Jesus cares about everyone. Who does Jesus care about? [Bottom Line] Jesus cares about everyone!”




1st Service Volunteers, Please remember to set up the arrival activities for the children who will be attending second service. 


