May 17, 2026 Week 3 			ZACCHAEUS				Luke 19:1-10
FOURS & FIVES
Social/Arrival Activities (8:45-9:15) (10:30-11:00)  
1. BUILD IT
WHAT YOU DO: 
Set the blocks in an open area of your space. Invite children to explore and begin building. Encourage the children to build a tower as tall as they can. Ask, "How high can your tower go? Can you build it taller than Zacchaeus?" Let them take turns stacking blocks. Introduce the Bible Story.
WHAT YOU SAY: 
“Friends, come over here with me and let’s build with these blocks! Let’s build something tall, like a tree or a tower. Let’s stack the blocks on top of each other as high as we can. (Pause.) Our tower is getting so tall! Let’s see if we can make it even taller, one block at a time. (Pause.) Our tower is [number] blocks tall! Let’s see if we can add more blocks to make it even taller. Wow! So tall, let’s knock it down and build it again! (Pause.) Whoa! That was super cool. Ready to build?” (Continue as time and interest allow.) Today, in our true story from the Bible, we’ll hear about a man named Zacchaeus who climbed a tall tree just so he could see Someone really special!”
2. HATS ON
WHAT YOU DO: 
Encourage children to give each smiley face a hat, swap hats with each face as desired. Talk about the different hats and who might wear them. Repeat as time and interest allow. Introduce the Bible Story.
WHAT YOU SAY: 
“Look at all these smiley faces! We have some happy faces and some fun hats. Let’s give each person a hat. (Pause.) Great job! Now that every person has a hat, let’s talk about the hats they’re wearing. What hat is this person (point) wearing? (Pause for responses.) That’s right, it’s a [type] hat. Who wears a [type] hat? (Pause for responses.) You got it! (Continue with the other hats.) Okay! Let’s switch all the hats. (Repeat as time and interest allow.) All these hats belong to people who help others. Today in our Bible Story, we’ll hear about the most special helper, Jesus, and how Jesus healed a woman on the Sabbath, which is a day of rest, because Jesus knew that was the right time to help her.” 

3. HIDE THE HELPER
WHAT YOU DO: 
Stand each helper figurine up in the middle of the table and place the hat nearby. Encourage children to take turns picking a helper to hide under the hat while the other children close their eyes. Once the helper is hidden under the hat, ask the children to open their eyes and guess which helper is hiding. Allow several guesses, give hints as needed. Let the child who hid the helper lift the hat and reveal the hiding helper. Pass the hat to the friend next to them and repeat. Continue with each child. Introduce the Bible Story.
WHAT YOU SAY: 
‘Let’s play a guessing game! (Point to the community helpers.) “These are community helpers. These are people who help us. We’re going to play a game where one of you will hide a helper under the hat and everyone else will guess which helper is hiding. Everyone but [child’s name], close your eyes. (Pause.) [Child’s name], hide one community helper under the hat. (Pause.) Okay, open your eyes! Do you know what helper is hiding? (Pause for responses. Give hints as needed.) [Child’s name], did they guess the helper you hid under the hat? (Pause for response.) Lift the hat and show us the hiding helper. (Pause.) It’s the [community helper]! Pass the hat to [child’s name]. (Continue with each child.) Great job with all your guesses! That was a fun game! Today in our Bible Story, we’ll hear about a tax collector named Zacchaeus. He wasn’t hiding under a hat, but he was up in a tree. And even though Zacchaeus had done wrong things, Jesus still wanted to be his friend.”
 Watch Bible Story/Sing Worship Songs (9:20-9:35) (11:05-11:20)  
Craft (9:35-9:50) (11:20-11:35)  
1. Z’S STORY TREE (FIRST SERVICE ONLY) 
WHAT YOU DO: 
Encourage children to color their pictures, then glue tissue paper squares to the tree. (2 year olds use green markers or dot markers instead of tissue paper.) Connect the Bottom Line to the Bible Story.




WHAT YOU SAY: 
“Look at your paper! Who’s that up in that tree in the branches? (Pause for responses.) It’s Zacchaeus! And who’s standing next to the tree? (Pause for responses.) That’s right! It’s Jesus! Color your paper. (Pause.) Great job! These green tissue paper squares remind me of leaves. Glue some to your paper to hide Zacchaeus in the tree. (Pause.) You’re doing such a great job adding leaves to the tree. In our Bible Story, Zacchaeus climbed a fig tree so he could see Jesus because he was too short to see over the crowd. Jesus walked by the tree and saw Zacchaeus. Jesus called Zacchaeus by name and said, ‘Come down, I want to go to your house today.’ Zacchaeus was so surprised and so happy! Jesus knew Zacchaeus had made wrong choices, but Jesus still wanted to be his friend. That’s because [Bottom Line] Jesus cares about everyone, no matter what! Can you say that with me? [Bottom Line] Jesus cares about everyone!” 
2. THIS TALL (SECOND SERVICE ONLY)
WHAT YOU DO:  
Encourage children to decorate their cutouts with the supplies provided in the tub. Measure each child’s height with yarn/ribbon they choose and cut. Tape each child’s yarn/ribbon to their cutout. Say the verse with the motions together one more time. Connect the Memory Verse to the Bottom Line.
WHAT YOU SAY: 
“I have a paper for you to decorate. The words on your paper say, ‘How wide and long and high and deep is the love of Christ.’ Ephesians 3:18. That’s the verse we’re learning! While you are decorating, I’m going to measure you with this yarn/ribbon. [Child’s name], stand up and let’s see how big you are. (Measure child’s height and cut the yarn/ribbon at that height.) Wow [child’s name]! You are this tall! (Hold up the yarn for child to see.) Let’s tape it to your paper right here where it says I’m this tall today! (Tape yarn to child’s paper.) [Child’s name], your turn! (Continue with each child.) Now let’s say the verse as we do the motions one more time. ‘How wide (stretch arms out wide) and long (stretch arms forward) and high (reach arms up) and deep (crouch down low) is the love of Christ. (Hug yourself.) Ephesians 3:18 (open hands like a book). You’re all so tall! That’s just how God made you!”
Groups (9:50-10:05) (11:35-11:50)  
1. VOICE THE VERSE
WHAT YOU DO: 
Encourage children to say the Memory Verse in different fun voices: like a coach, a librarian, or a singer. Repeat as time and interest allow.
WHAT YOU SAY:  
“Friends, come stand with me! Let’s learn our brand-new Memory Verse. It tells us how BIG Jesus’ love is. It goes like this: ‘How wide (stretch arms out wide) and long (stretch arms forward) and high (reach arms up) and deep (crouch down low) is the love of Christ. (Hug yourself.) Ephesians 3:18. (Open hands like a book.) Our verse teaches us that Jesus’ love is big! Huge! In our true story from the Bible, Jesus helped people in every town and village. Jesus didn’t miss anyone because [Bottom Line] Jesus cares about everyone. Who does Jesus care about? [Bottom Line] Jesus cares about everyone!”
2. HIGH IN THE TREE
WHAT YOU DO: 
Encourage children to jump and put Zacchaeus as high in the tree as they can. Repeat as time and interest allow. Connect the Bottom Line to the Bible Story.
WHAT YOU SAY: 
“Friends, come join me at this tall tree! (Pause.) There was a tree in our story today. Do you remember who climbed up in the tree? (Pause for responses.) That’s right! Zacchaeus climbed up in the tree so he could see Jesus! Let’s play a game to get Zacchaeus (hold up a picture of Zacchaeus) in the tree. When I call your name, come get a picture of Zacchaeus, then jump as high as you can to stick him to the tree. [Child’s name], come get your picture. Ready? Jump and put him high in the tree! (Pause.) Great job! [Child’s name], your turn! (Continue with each child.) Wow! Some of you got Zacchaeus really high up in the tree! Super job, everyone! Zacchaeus had heard that Jesus loves everyone. Jesus was coming to town, and Zacchaeus wanted to see Him. Everyone wanted to see Jesus. Zacchaeus was too short and couldn’t see over the crowd, so he climbed up a big tree just like this so he could see. And Jesus saw Zacchaeus too. Jesus said, 'Zacchaeus, come down. I want to go to your house today!' Jesus changed Zacchaeus’ heart, and Zacchaeus gave money back to everyone. “Jesus told Zacchaeus that He came to help people who are lost and hurting and to rescue them. Jesus didn’t come to just help people who do the right thing all the time. Jesus came to help people who are sick and hurting and do wrong things, like Zacchaeus. [Bottom Line] Jesus cares about everyone, no matter what. That means Jesus loves and cares for us too! Who does Jesus care about? [Bottom Line] Jesus cares about everyone.” 
3. JOURNAL AND PRAYER  
WHAT YOU DO: 
Review the Bible Story. Then, encourage the children to help you make a list in the journal of things that we know are wrong to do.



WHAT YOU SAY: 
“In our Bible Story today, Zacchaeus wanted to see Jesus, but he was too short and could not see over all of the people. What did Zacchaeus do so he could see Jesus? (Pause.) Yes, he climbed a tree! And then Jesus told Zacchaeus to come down because He wanted to go to his house! Jesus loved Zacchaeus even though he had done wrong things because [Bottom Line] Jesus cares about everyone. Tell me, who does Jesus care about? [Bottom Line] Jesus cares about everyone. It’s a good thing Jesus loves us even when we do something wrong, because everyone has done something wrong. We all need Jesus to forgive us, right? Let’s make a list of things we know are wrong. Then we can use our list when we pray. (Suggestions: Not obeying parents, not sharing, arguing with a sibling/friend, taking something that does not belong to us, etc.) I’ll go first. We’ve all done something wrong, just like Zacchaeus. That’s what makes Jesus so special. [Bottom Line] Jesus cares about everyone, and He will always forgive us. Let’s pray and talk to God about what we wrote in our prayer journal. Would anyone like to pray before I pray? (Give each child who wants to pray the opportunity to do so.) Dear God, thank You for sending Jesus to love us no matter what. Please forgive us when we do things like (read the list). And help us forgive others too. You’re the best, God. We love You and we pray these things in Jesus’ name. Amen.”
4. TEACHER TAG
WHAT YOU DO:  
Spread out in an open space in your activity area. Encourage children to try and tag the teacher or designated leader. Each time someone tags the leader, pause and have the whole group say the Bottom Line. Repeat as time and interest allow. 
WHAT YOU SAY: 
“Let’s play tag! To play, you need to try to tag me. If someone tags me, we’re all going to freeze and say something very important together. Ready, set, GO! (Pause.) Oh! [Child’s name] tagged me! Everyone freeze and say: [Bottom Line] Jesus cares about everyone! (With children.) [Bottom Line] Jesus cares about everyone! Who does Jesus care about? [Bottom Line] Jesus cares about everyone! Let’s play again! (Repeat as time and interest allow.) 
[bookmark: _GoBack]

 
1st Service Volunteers, Please remember to set up the arrival activities for the children who will be attending second service. 
  
