May 31, 2026 Week 5 		   MATTHEW’S DINNER		           Mark 2:13-17
FOURS & FIVES
Social/Arrival Activities (9:45-10:10) 
1. COIN PRESS 
WHAT YOU DO: 
Encourage children to press the coin into the Play-Doh and explore the impression the coin leaves. Ask children to remove the coin and press the other side as well as the sides into the Play-Doh. Introduce the Bible Story. (Please make sure children stay seated at the table for this activity so the play-doh doesn’t end up all over the room. Thank you!!  )
WHAT YOU SAY: 
“Let’s flatten our blobs of Play-Doh. I have something fun for us to explore today. Great job! Now take the coin and put it on your Play-Doh, and press down. (Pause.) Lift off the coin and tell me what you see. (Pause for responses.) Wow! You made an impression of the coin! Turn the coin over and let’s press that side into the Play-Doh. (Pause.) Lift it off. You made an impression of the other side! That’s so cool! Roll your dough into a ball and flatten it out again. (Pause.) How many coin impressions can you fit on your dough? (Pause.) That’s so many coins!” After the Activity: “Today in our Bible Story, we’re going to hear about a man named Matthew who was a tax collector. That means he went around the town and collected coins from the people who lived there. But Matthew took more than he was supposed to. Let’s go hear how Jesus cared about Matthew.”
2. COOKING DINNER 
WHAT YOU DO: 
Encourage children to cook a wonderful meal and pretend to eat together. Repeat as time and interest allow. Introduce the Bible Story. 
WHAT YOU SAY: 
“Friends, come over here with me. We are going to pretend to be chefs and make a wonderful meal together! Let’s get started! Let’s cook something yummy! (Pause.) Is it ready? (Pause for responses.) Yay! Let’s put the food on the table and we can sit down and enjoy! Find a seat and let’s thank God for the food. (Encourage any children who want to, to bless the food.) So nice! Everyone, remember to only pretend you are eating the food. (Pause.) That was yummy food!” After the Activity: “Today in our true story from the Bible, we’ll hear about a man named Matthew. He made some wrong choices, but Jesus loved him anyway and wanted to eat dinner with him. Let’s go hear more about Matthew and his dinner with Jesus.”  

Watch Bible Story/Sing Worship Songs (10:15-10:30) 
Craft (10:30-10:40) 
1. YOU, YOU AND YOU
WHAT YOU DO: 
Encourage children to color the outside of their heart then ask children to open their heart and decorate the inside more with art supplies and stickers. After the Activity: Connect the Bottom Line to the Bible Story. 
WHAT YOU SAY: 
“It’s a heart! Hearts make us think of love. We’re going to decorate these hearts today and turn them into something special! Use the crayons/markers to decorate the outside of your hearts. Wonderful! Now open your heart and fill it with these smiley face stickers. (Pause.) Jesus loves all kinds of people because [Bottom Line] Jesus cares about everyone! Today in our Bible Story, we learned about a tax collector named Matthew. Most people stayed away from tax collectors. But not Jesus! Jesus loves and cares about everyone. Jesus went right up to Matthew and said, ‘Follow Me!’ And Matthew did! Then he had a big dinner with Jesus and invited all his friends. Some people thought Jesus shouldn’t be with those people, but Jesus heard them and said that He came because He wants everyone to follow Him! Jesus never stops caring.”
[bookmark: _GoBack]Groups (10:40-11:00) 
1. VOICE THE VERSE
WHAT YOU DO: 
Encourage children to say the Memory Verse in different fun voices: like a coach, a librarian, or a singer. Repeat as time and interest allow.
WHAT YOU SAY:  
“Friends, come stand with me! Let’s learn our brand-new Memory Verse. It tells us how BIG Jesus’ love is. It goes like this: ‘How wide (stretch arms out wide) and long (stretch arms forward) and high (reach arms up) and deep (crouch down low) is the love of Christ. (Hug yourself.) Ephesians 3:18. (Open hands like a book.) Our verse teaches us that Jesus’ love is big! Huge! In our true story from the Bible, Jesus helped people in every town and village. Jesus didn’t miss anyone because [Bottom Line] Jesus cares about everyone. Who does Jesus care about? [Bottom Line] Jesus cares about everyone!”
2. ORDER OF THE STORY
WHAT YOU DO: 
Spread out the story pictures in front of you. Review the story and ask children to help you put the pictures in order. After the Activity: Connect the Bottom Line to the Bible Story.
WHAT YOU SAY: 
“Friends, come sit with me and help me put these story pictures in the order they happen in the story.” 
“One day, Jesus went to a booth where a man named Matthew was collecting taxes. Do you see that picture? (Great job!) No one liked tax collectors! They took money from people for the rulers who were in charge. And then they took extra money to pay themselves. Some tax collectors took too much money, and it was unfair!
 “Most people stayed away from tax collectors. But not Jesus! Jesus loves and cares for everyone. Jesus went right up to Matthew’s booth and said: “Follow me,” (Mark 2:14). Wow! Jesus wasn’t only being kind to Matthew. Jesus asked Matthew to come with Him and be a close friend! Do you see that picture? (Great job!)
 “Matthew got up right away and left his tax booth behind. He went home and prepared a festive meal for Jesus. Matthew was so excited that he even invited other tax collectors and friends so they could meet Jesus too! Do you see that picture? (Great job!) 
“Jesus and the disciples sat down to eat with Matthew and all of Matthew’s friends. It was a big party, and all of Matthew’s friends got to spend time with Jesus. Do you see that picture? (Great job!) 
“Jesus said that He came because He wants everyone to follow Him! Jesus loved Matthew and his friends, even though they had done wrong things. Jesus loves us too, no matter what. He will never stop caring for us! Do you see the picture of the heart? (Great job!) 
After the Activity: “Jesus cared about Matthew and all his friends because Jesus loves and cares about everyone. Who does Jesus care about? [Bottom Line] Jesus cares about everyone.”
3. ALL THE HELPERS
WHAT YOU DO:  
Give each child a sticker, placing it on their hand, make sure each child has a match. Line up children on one side of the room, and a leader will stand on the opposite side of the room. Call all the chefs to run to you. Say, Jesus loves all the chefs. Call all the firefighters to run to you. Say, Jesus loves all the firefighters. Continue until you’ve called all the helper stickers.

WHAT YOU SAY: 
“I have a sticker for all of you, it’s a community helper.” (Place the sticker on child’s hand.) Come stand on this side of the room and I’m going to go stand on that side. Look at your sticker and when I call your helper, run to me. Ready? All the chefs run to me. (Pause.) Jesus cares about the chefs! Do your stickers match? (Pause.) Hooray! It’s a match! All the firefighters run to me! (Pause.) Jesus cares about all the firefighters! Do your stickers match? (Pause.) Hooray! It’s a match! (Continue until you’ve called all the helpers.) That was a fun game!” (Repeat as time and interest allows.) After the Activity: “Jesus cares about the chefs. Jesus cares about all the firefighters. Jesus cares about all those people and Jesus cares about you because [Bottom Line] Jesus cares about everyone. Who does Jesus care about? [Bottom Line] Jesus cares about everyone!” 
4. JOURNAL AND PRAYER   
WHAT YOU DO: 
Review the Bible Story. Then, encourage the children to help you make a list in the journal of people you’d like to have dinner with.
WHAT YOU SAY: 
“In our Bible Story today, Jesus went right up to Matthew the tax collector’s booth and told him to ‘Follow me.’ And Matthew did! Matthew got up and left his tax booth behind. He went home and prepared a festive meal for Jesus. Matthew was so excited that he even invited other tax collectors and friends so they could meet Jesus too! Jesus and the disciples sat down to eat with Matthew and all of Matthew’s friends. It was a big party, and all of Matthew’s friends got to spend time with Jesus. Jesus loved Matthew and his friends, even though they had done wrong things. Jesus loves us too, no matter what. Tell me, who does Jesus care about? [Bottom Line] Jesus cares about everyone. Great job, everyone! Today, we’re going to make a list of people we’d like to have dinner with. When I say your name, tell me one person you’d like to have dinner with and I will write it by your name. This is a great list of people! (Hold up journal.) Would anyone like to pray before I pray? (Give each child who wants to pray the opportunity to do so.) Dear God, thank You for sending Jesus to show us that we can love and care for everyone! Jesus had dinner with Matthew and his tax collector friends because Jesus wants everyone to follow Him! Jesus loved Matthew and his friends, even though they had done wrong things. Jesus loves us too, no matter what. Thank you for (say each child’s name) and (read the list the children made) that they’d like to have dinner with. Help us to love and care for all people just like Jesus does. We love You, God. In Jesus’ name. Amen.” 

 
  
