July 26, 2026 Week 4       The Widow Who Would Not Give Up             Luke 18:1-8
FOURS & FIVES
Social/Arrival Activities (9:45-10:10) 
1. BUILD IT BIGGER 
WHAT YOU DO: 
Invite the children to build towers with the blocks. Challenge them to see if they can build a tower that is as tall as the castle. 
WHAT YOU SAY: 
“Welcome, friends! Today, we are going to be builders! Let’s see if we can use our blocks to build towers that GROW all the way up to them! Wow, look at our tall towers! We used the blocks we had to make something grow bigger and bigger!” 
2. KEEPY UPPY
WHAT YOU DO: 
Toss the balloon into the air. Explain that the group's job is to work together to keep the balloon from touching the floor. Encourage them to tap it gently back into the air. Emphasize teamwork and not giving up. After the Activity: Introduce the Bible Story.
WHAT YOU SAY: 
“Hello, friends! Let’s play a game together. It’s called Keepy Uppy and we need to work as a team! The number one rule is: don’t let the balloon touch the floor! We need to keep tapping it up, up, up! Ready? (Toss the balloon in the air.) Get it! Tap it! Oh, it’s coming down! Don’t give up! Keepy uppy! Wow, you are doing a great job working together. Keep going, don’t give up! (Pause.) Wow! You kept the balloon up in the air for a long time! After the Activity: “That was fun, and we had to work together and not give up, you kept the balloon in the air for a long time! Our Bible Story today is about a woman who did not give up. She kept asking and asking for help”
Watch Bible Story/Sing Worship Songs (10:15-10:30) 
Craft (10:30-10:40) 


1. FILLED WITH TREASURE
WHAT YOU DO: 
Encourage kids to decorate their treasure chest then cut and clue their special jewel circles and the jewel stickers. After the Activity: Connect the Bottom Line to the Bible Story.
WHAT YOU SAY: 
“Look at this big open treasure chest! What do we put inside treasure chests? Treasure! Color your treasure chest. (Allow children time to color.) Now let’s add your special jewels by gluing them into the chest. This one says God is good. Add this treasure to your treasure chest. (Pause.) This one says ‘Put God’s kingdom first.’ That’s our Memory Verse! Add this treasure to your treasure chest. And this one says pray and don’t give up. That’s what Jesus taught us in the story he told about the woman who didn’t give up. Now add some jewel stickers to make your treasure sparkle! (Pause.) Wowee! Look how full your treasure chests are! Every time we pray and don’t give up, we are adding treasure to God’s kingdom.” After the Activity: “When we pray and don’t give up, we show that loving God and His kingdom is most important. Jesus told this story because He wants us to know that God is not like the judge in the story. God is good, and God always cares for His people. He loves us, and He loves to help us! We can pray and talk to God, and never give up, and He will help us. And we know this because Jesus teaches us about God’s kingdom. Who teaches you about God’s kingdom? [Bottom Line] Jesus teaches me about God’s kingdom.”
Groups (10:40-11:00)  
1. VERSE TRAIN
WHAT YOU DO: 
Ask children to stand in a straight line, then follow you as you move around the room saying the Memory Verse. Children may hold onto the shoulders of the friend in front of them (or simply walk in a line, moving their arms like the wheels on a train). Walk slowly around the room saying the Memory Verse together. Make train sounds as you move. Repeat as time and interest allow.





WHAT YOU SAY:  
“Come stand in a straight line and let’s be a train and travel around the room. I’ll be the engine. All aboard! Chugga chugga choo choo! (Move your arms like the wheels on a train.) Let’s say our verse as we move around the room. Say it with me, ‘Put God’s kingdom first’ Matthew 6:33. (With children.) ‘Put God’s kingdom first’ Matthew 6:33. Let’s keep going! Chugga chugga… ‘Put God’s kingdom first’ Matthew 6:33. (Continue as time and interest allow.) Alright, train friends, we are coming into the station, get ready to stop. (Pause.) Let’s say our verse together one more time. ‘Put God’s kingdom first’ Matthew 6:33. Great job! After the Activity: Jesus told a story about a woman who did not give up. She kept going. Jesus teaches us that when we pray and don’t give up, God’s kingdom grows. Who teaches you about God’s kingdom? [Bottom Line] Jesus teaches me about God’s kingdom.”
2. NEVER GIVE UP SURPRISE
WHAT YOU DO: 
Play the music and pass the boxes. When the music stops, the child holding the box will open it to reveal another box. Help the child take the inside box out. Put the first box outside of the circle and start the music again. (Continue until you get to the very last box with the stickers. The child who opens this box gets to stand up and walk around the inside of the circle, giving each child a sticker. After the Activity: Connect the Bottom Line to the Bible Story.
WHAT YOU SAY: 
“Come over and sit in a circle with me. Today we are going to play a passing game with this big box! We will pass the box around the circle while the music plays. When the music stops, whoever is holding the box gets to open it to see what’s inside!” (Start the music.) “Pass the box! Don’t give up! Keep passing until the music stops. (Pause the music.) [Child’s name] is holding the box. Open the box and tell us what’s inside. (Pause.) Oh no! There’s another box inside! Should we give up? (Pause for responses.) No! We won’t give up! (Remove the first box and place it outside the circle. Start music.) Okay! There’s the music! Pass the box. Keep going! (Continue until you get to the last box.) The music stopped and [child’s name] is holding the box! Open it up and see what’s inside. (Pause.) Wow! Look at all the stickers! Stand up and walk around the inside of our circle and give each friend a sticker. (Pause.) Great job!” After the Activity: “Just like we kept opening boxes and didn’t give up, the woman in the story Jesus told, kept asking the judge for help and didn’t give up. Jesus told this story to teach us to keep praying and not to give up because when we do, God’s kingdom grows. God hears us when we pray. God loves to help us. Your sticker has our Memory Verse on it. Let’s say our Memory Verse together: ‘Put God’s kingdom first’ Matthew 6:33. Super job! Who teaches you about God’s kingdom? [Bottom Line] Jesus teaches me about God’s kingdom. Thank You, Jesus, for teaching us to pray and not give up.”

3. JOURNAL AND PRAYER
Review the Bible Story Ask the children what is something they want to keep praying for. Pray with the children using the list you made in the journal.
WHAT YOU SAY: 
[bookmark: _GoBack]“In our Bible Story today, Jesus told a story about a woman who would not give up. Someone was treating her badly, so she asked a judge to help her. But the judge did not help her at first. Did the woman give up? No! She went back again and again and again. She kept asking for help until the judge helped her. Jesus told this story to teach us something very important. God is not like that judge. God is good. God loves us. God cares for everyone. Jesus teaches us that God’s kingdom grows when we pray and don’t give up. Who teaches you about God’s kingdom? [Bottom Line] Jesus teaches me about God’s kingdom. The woman in the story kept asking for help. She did not give up. What is something you want to keep praying for? I’ll write your name and your answer. Those are wonderful things to pray for. We can talk to God anytime, and we never have to give up.” After the Activity: (Hold up the journal.) “Look at all the things we want to keep praying for! God hears every prayer. God loves us and loves to help us. God wants us to keep praying and not give up. Let’s pray and talk to God. Would anyone like to pray before I pray? (Give each child who wants to pray the opportunity to do so.) Dear God, thank You that You are good and that You always love us. Thank You that we can pray and never give up. Please help (read child’s name and what they listed from the journal). Help us put Your kingdom first. Thank You for Jesus, who teaches us about Your kingdom. We love You. In Jesus’ name, Amen.” 
